1 presenting my poper this evening I would point out thet it is not my intention
w0 shew you 2 number of aprons in use by the vorious Constitutions throughout
the world. Vie 8ll know and we ell see on occasions cprons worn by members
Scottish or Irish Lodges who visit our Lodges, and very occasionally we may see
Dutch or Scendinavien ones where colours other thon those worn by us ccn be seen.
For spocimens of those I would advise you to visit our Provincicl Mcsonic Museum
vhore I should say there is & collection second only to that housed in the Mumeu)
of Grend Lodge in London. I proposo to deel only with the one we all know
go woll and src so proud to woer, We sing in tho Entoroed Approntico's Sorg
that " Tho world is in pein our scerots to gain, so lot thom wondeor.ana gazo om."
Whet do thoy gazo on ? Suroly our Apron is a source of admirativy sud it is woll
that wo consider tonight its origin, its form and orcmonts snd 1inally ivs
symbolio meaning. liost of tho landmarks &s woll me (ki symbol& (P Modorn
Froemesonry cen traco their origin to tho carliest timon. The mannors and
customs of tho anciont world aro graphicelly roficstod in thé rités end coromonios
of Mcsonry es we know it to=day, This j= particularly 1rue of tho apron whoso
erchotype stoms from the rcligious practisos of menv }corios whosc history datos
back to the dewn of eivilisotion,

In masonry tko apron i~ tio\distinctive badgo of a membor,
over rowinding him of his oblfgutions, “oth ab & man and & limson, Presontation
of the Apron to the canifdit¢™is knom ws the ritc of invostiturc, It is @
golemn occasion thot shou.d ovor imein impressod upon the mind of tho novitiatc.,

Livthe Middlo Ages, tho epron, as it is gonorally kmown, wes
the bedge of sine skillod < rtisin in cortain crafts, It is notonly protcected
his clothing, butc ofton dsnotod his renk or degreo of skill in his tradc.

It wes niturel, ‘thorpforoc thet tho Speculetive Meson, should adopty os its symbol,
tho 2rron widch tlgurod so prominontly in Operetive Froomasonry. Evon to=day,
tuo epron donotos tho progross which the Candidetc hos medo in tho Craft.
Rccords of tho past, offor conclusive evidoncc thet the

use of tho Apron or somo cquivelent modo of Investiturc, 2s o mystic symbol, wes
common to a1l netions from the boginning of History.

Among the Isranolites tho girdlo formed part of tho
Investiturc of the pricsthood, In the oystoriocs of Mithras in Porsia,
tho cendidatc was prosontcd vith e whito apron, In Hindustan, tho ceorcmony

of invostiture wos proscrved but a sesh cellod the Scerod Zonner wes substitutod
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for tho apron, Tho Jowish soct cellod tho Essconos clothed thoir noticos
with 2 whitc robc, Tho Japoncsey who practisod certein ritos of Mysticism
invostod their condidates with & whiteo epron bound around the lions with o zone
or girdlc, In the Scandinovion rites, the military gonius of that pooplo
caused thom to substituto o white shicld end its presontation wes occcouplished
by on comblemotic instruction not unlike thet connoctod with tho Masonic apron.

The apron has cver boon rogerded os on oxalted badge of
distinction. It has 2lweys beon a covetod honour, Historicel ovidol co
proves thot it wes considercd more on ecclesiasticsl thon o -eivil dogoravior.,
Gonorolly investiturc wos o rcligious fom, Dr. Oliver, tho woli knoum
Mosonic ocuthority says the Roycl Stonderd of Persio wes origirall un cpron.in
form ond dimensions, The foet thet tho cpron is part of cortein Church
Rogelio, ho adds, "is collotorol proof of the foet thot tosvury wesoriginolly
incorporatcd with various systoms of divinc worshif, @svd by evorv people in
the cneiont world." Mesonry retains tho syok>2"»pr shadot, It connot heve
ronounecod tho reality or substonce.

Tho &pron A, Guild Custed.

In his history of London, Sir Weltor/Besedt points Gut thet not only in tho
Headquertors of tho Guild, but ialthe strodiy.aihe croftsman of the cightconth
contury woro distinctive clot*ming'by whirh his trede wes rocogniscd,
Thus ho soyi o= The/Lnrwentor wore @ wido epron loopod wo

et tho sido, The shoenckor vorc¢,a short lovther epron, the blaecksmith wore
e long locther &xron. the berb:r a vwhite spron with pockets in front to hold
his trcklo, tto butchor wore/e bluo coct end epron, the boker ves cll in whito,
The weterrin vwore a s(ilhrs' kilt or potticost, the tepstor was in short slooves
end yarc < vhito whroi the cornor of which was tuckod into tho weist band, the
browei’s drayien wire 8 loother épron and a reod cop, 2 printer wore = stiff
apron fron hoed to foot, the shopmen excopt those of tho draper all wore long aprons.

The modorn epron is of cemperetive rocent detey, @s the Grand Lodge
ruled in 1814 thet tho Apron of the E.A, should bo of plcing white lembeking 14 to 16
inchos widoy 12 to 14 inches doep, rectenguler in forn, no ormsments, vhite strings
end a flap.

The F.C. Apron was to be siciler, but to have two rosettes added.
The eerliest recorded sppeerence of the rosettec wae about 1815. The rosette
is o symbol of tho rose, light blue wes the colour of Isis and letor of the

Virgin Mery, the rose elso being hor emblen. Rosettes came into use as ¢




neans of distinguishing the gredes of the brethren and also probebly from the
love of ornementation. Mesonic colours wore solected by the G.L of England
meinly on the besis of thoso used by tho noble ordor of the Gortor =nd tho Bath
and not from ancient symbolisn.

For tho threc creft degrees, the colour is Cambridge blue
end wes doliberetoly chosen to contrest and merk the difforcnce fron tho doep blue
of Grend Lodge Insignia which wes probebly adopted from the ribbon of the order
of the CGerter,

Light blue is tho ezure Llue of tho sky end reprosents in vei1ticular,
prudence end goodnoas, Blue in gonorel denotes irmortality, etofmity) chestity
end fidelity and in Masonry, is elso the omblem of universel bfrthhrihood and
friendship, Vkite throughout the world is an emblom of gurity, truth and
innoconcey en apron of whitc lerbskin is @ bedge of innod mcd

Tho extonsion of the bedge as givon by We W.ll. in tha socond degroec,
omphasise that the cendideto is expocted to melertifd libera]l Lirts® and sciences his
futuro studios, that he mey bo eble to diechirge his dutfssw2s & creftsoen end
ostimcto Yhe wondorful worke of tho Almighty In tho third degreo the M.Ms
apron ig of the dinmeneions preoviously sceted end s Uf white lanbskin odged with
sky bluo ond having three rosettgs), aild the ¥niidate is told that tho apron not only
points out his renk as o M@.{bu} is alsgweant to remind hin of the groat duties hec
hos solommly ongoged hirmsdliv o obsexivesnd calls upon hin to cfford assistance
end instruction in %0 inforior dbgfdes. Thosc is en intoresting explenation of
the Mcli's. apron Whidh is used n some Lodges. briofly this 3= The throc rosettes
ropresont the Urilhe rulems,\tho'W,M.. and his %w» werdens or tho throo who rule
& lodgo. The Tivo peintyy onc et cecl: cornor and the one et the ond of the
flap mig tro five who a0ld & lodge, or they mey recall tho five points of fellowship,
the Yovan strends or tassols symbolise *ho soven who mako & Lodge porfect. The two
strings on which tho tessels ere fixed chew thot tho weerer hes pessod through the
pillars of stability viz tho two greet pillars of K.S. Templas This,
however, elthough pleesing, is doubtful end fonceful and was invented after the
apron. It is fairly certain that tre strings of the present apron are
rolics of the deys vhen they werc passed eround the body end tied undor the flecp.

In tine these becene decoretive and probably had tags affixed to stop the onds
freying too for, ond it is easy to speculate how they could develop into the present
form, the belt being merely o matter of convenionce. There appear to be no

rocord of rosettos or the Imsteclled Masicr's symbol until efter the union.




One other intoresiing point is that sometimes the Grend Masters of late yeers
weoar aprons which have no strings. I believe this is true of our present G.M.
his deputy and the assistont G.lI. The Duke of Kent wore an apron with strings.
It secoms howover thet notwithstanding how intorosting & discourso on these phases
ooy bey you &nd I cen derive nuch to interest us from meditoting on what the apron
syrbolisos, Often have we hocrd in opon Lodgo whon the working tools are
preogented But as we arc not all oporctive mosons but rother freo and accepted dr
speculctivo wo apply those tcols %o cur morals, so in this sonse, tho apron
toechos us, tlot varying 2s it ooy be, in regord to omamonts and colourd il as &
syzbol or work, Rank, Rospcnsibility, licnour and Pocco.

Work s Fron: She ot -liee’ times every workoon wore © suitoble npriwmg our &icient

brothren who wore operetive beforo they were speculetive wore oh epron at Uncir deily

toll as 2 metter of rocessity. Whilst you ond I oroidw specvladivesiasons end
wear 8n cpron ¢s pa.t of our regeiim, it is o symbol ol work, the sorwice you end I
oro obligeted to givo irrespoctive of our trade #r Phofessionn Vo nust remcobor

that the c¢leims of lMasonry aro not satisiieod wien ‘we finiskhour deily toil or
conp lote our profossionel dutiocs, fron Masomiv being o Jife, livos on, end the
gervice wo cro expocted to render is.» coatinuous.one in the home, in the community,
in the offico, in sport ond so o end“is consummtod only whon we havo enswered the
call of tho Grozt Levollor.
limsonry clymy:r wdphaginas \thy nocossity of work - liston to sone

farmiliar phreses " Tho Legitincte ozcupwiions of Life ™

"Lehcur Ig the lot of men "

'Knotiledge - eidod by lebour,"
One thing wiysheuld 27215 romesber 1s the® cnything in this life is only obteined
through sincordonwst offort, Profossional skill, Scholastic etteinments, -
sueros8 indndushry end commerco, oro ‘the outcomo of susteinod effort.
rank 3= In Lodge the Apron is e syobol of renk or stetus, e.ge The E.A. weers a
plein whito lawbskin, the F.C, hes two sky-blue rosettes whilst the M.M. is
distinguished by tho sky-blue lining, end so on, up to the G,M, and G.L.
officers with their gertor blue and goid end verious cmblems, but tho epron hes
a groetor significence then to sinply point out renk in lasonry. It is a
symbol of that renk which in every esctivity in life domends from 1ts wearers the
prectice of all tho virtue and princivics vhich not only make & good meson,
Lot us remembor thet our renk never cocsos vhon we close Lodge, we teke it with us

to work end business end whon we heve finished with things temporel and heve prssed



to the Grend Lodge above our renk here will live on &s ¢ memory &nd & rocord.

Responsibility := When the E.A, is invosted with his apron not only doos he

accopt honour end renk but is invested with @ hoovy responsibility, a responeibility
to so live that tho groet treditions of lMesonry end the reputetion of the Creft will
be safo in his kecping. Greet end good men have worn similar Aprons, Kings
and Enoporors have considercd it en honour to do so, but it ontails grave
responsgibility thet osch of us must ecceopt and continue to hold whilo life shall
lest, Thoreforc Brothron whon Lodgoe is finishod end you placc your epron in its
cegey corry with you to your vocetions in lifc o senco of groet rosponsipiilly
thet the epron pleces upon you,
Honour :=- It is in docd & grovt honour to wour the badgo of w“iisun. Sodotinds
@ proposer noy say of his condideto, he will be on honour totho craft If oleoctod,
should it not be that ho will Be honoured by the croft’ i1 clcetedy tur W0 bo 2
nember of such & worthy institution end pormittoed t¢ wour thet xpron is indood
an honour which countless thousands have sought end .ailcd *oobtcin, an
honour which money cennot buy or brevery ach .ovo, Ser Pituel seys it is more
honourable than thc Gartor or any othor/ordor in existunce., Affluence,
politicel powcr, social stetus, cducitional ctlarmoiut slone cannot obtoin it.
lMony of you have nonc of those auclificotiony vut Jet you mey woer thet bedge
bocousc you hevo boen found vorthy of ckérvetor to be admittod to this honour,
Potgg t= I like to“think of our <prun @s on omblcn of pozco, Just think
for o monont thet cuth of you sitting here to night is at poeco with tho othor, if
thoro is & brothu: wio is no* :o, thon he has no right to be hore for do you
ronomber thu, cherso the WMy, deivered to you innedistely after your investituro
&s an E.&, %o tho offict Unat should you wish to visit & Lodge wherc there is &
brothdn with whim you'ere et verience, you aro not to put on thet badge but to
84k fou the brathor to retire to settle your difforoncos auicably. Thore is
howovor @ largo sphore for this spirited pesce to operate, and I belicvo thore
novor w2s such a tinc as tho prosont when wo are bosot on eithor hend with
intornetional conflicts over tréde and cormorco, reclel jeslousics and bittorness
and oconomic deprossions which ere chellonging Masonry and other similar institutions
to excrt their influenco towerds intornstional posco. Again I soy thoro nover
was a tine whon our apron should mean so much to us s @ synbol of peace.

4And now mey you weer snd ever to ocontinue to wear your apron as the
badge of innocence and the bond of friendship, being assurod that if you never

disgraco thot badge it will nover disgraco you,



